
previous understanding which R«mi« Mi l England shall
establish between the uiselves must be directed.

SIR 0. H. PKYMOCRTO I.OKD JOIIN BU88KI.L.
8t PsntRSBi'Ml. Jan. 11, 185T

My I.okd On the evening of tho 9th instant I had the
1 onor of seeing the Emperor at the palace of the Grand

1 uchess Helen, who. it appeared, had klnHy requesied
I ei mission to invito l.ady fevmour and myself to moet

the imperial (amity.
The E raperor came up to me, :i the most gf*ciom

n anner, to «ay that he had hi ard with groat pleasure of
her Majesty'* government having been definitively form
ed, adding that he trusted the Ministry would he of lung
duration

His Imperial Mfrosty desired me particularly to convey
thin assurance to tho Karl of Aberdeen, with whom, he
Mid, he had beeu acquainted for nearly forty year*, and
for whom he entertained equ 1 regard and esteem lli<
Majesty desired to be brought to the kind recollection t'f
his lord.-hip. .

You know my feelings, the Emperor snid, with regard
to England. What 1 have told you before sar agaiu. it

was intended that the two eouBtrles shouM In" upon
term* of close amity; and I feel sure that 'his wiU con¬
tinue to be the cone. You have now been a certain tltue
here, and, as you have seen, there ha»e boon very few

points upon which we have disagreed; our interests, in
fact, are upon almost all questions tli» same.

...

I observed that 1 really was not aware that since 1 had
b« en at St Petersburg there had been any actual diaa-
Kreeni. nt« whatever between us, except with regard to
I/)iiis Napoleon's No HI., a point respecting whieh each
K.jveruniont had its own opinion, but a point which, after
«I1, wan very immaterial.
The No. ID., the Enpvror replied, would involve a long

explanation, 1 will, therefore, not touch upon the subject
at present. 1 should be glad, however, that you should
bear what I have to say upon the question, and will beg
of you to call upon me soma morning when I am a little
free from engagements.

I, of course, requested that hit Majesty would bJ good
enough to lay his orders upon me.

In the meantime, the Emperor went on to say I repeat
that it is very essential that the two governments.that
is, that the English government and I, and I and the Eng¬
lish government.should be upon the best terms; and the
necessity was never greater tluin at present. I beg you
to convey these words to Lord John Russell. When we are
agreed. I am quite without anxiety as to the west of
Europe; it is immaterial what the others may think or
do. Ah to Turkey, that is another question. That coun¬

try is in a critical state. and may give us all a great deal
of trouble. And now I will take inv leave of you; which
lis Majesty proceeded to do by shaking hands with me
lerv graciously.

It instantly occurred to me that the conversation was

Ocomplete. and might never be renewed, and, as the
tniperor still held my hand, I said: Sir, with your gra
Sons permission, I would desire to take a groat liberty
Jertainly, his Majesty replied, "What is it t I.et me
>eur ."
Sir, I observed, your Majesty has been good enough to

charge me with general assurances as to the identity of
views lietween the two Cabinets, which assuredly have
given me the greatest pleasure, and will be received with
i-qi at satisfaction in England. Hut I should ho particu-
Is l.v glad, that your Majesty should add a few words
which mav tend to calm the anxiety with regard to the
affairs of Turkey, which passing events are so etilculated
to excite on thepart of her Majesty's government. Per¬
haps you will be pleased to charge me with some addi¬
tional assurances of this kind.
T1 e Emperor's words ami manner, although still very

kind, showed that his Mnje-ty had no intention of speak
ing to me of the demonstration which he is about to
niuUe in the south. He said, however, at first with a
li'.tle hesitation, but. as he proceeded, in an open and
unhesitating manner. "The affairs of 'i urkoy are in a

very disorganized condition the country itself coins to
he falling to pieces; the f:. II will be a ^reat misfortune,
and it is very important (I at Kiurhiid and Russia should
come to a perfectly good understanding upon tlie ;e af¬
fairs, and that neither should take un^ decisive ntej> of
which tho other is not apprised. "

I observed iu a few words that I rejoiced to hoar that
his imperial Majesty held this language; that this was
certainly the view 1 took of tho manner ill which Turkish
questions are to he treated.

'Stay," the Emperor said, as if proceeding with his re¬
mark: "we have on our hunds a sick man a very sick
mnn. It will be, I tell you frankly, a great misfortune
if, one of these days, lie should slip away from us, espe¬
cially before all necessary arrangement* were made.
But.' however, this is not the time to speak to you ou
that matter.""

It was clear that the Emperor did not intend to pro¬
long the conversation. I therefore said: "Your Majesty
is so gracious that you will allow me to make one fur¬
ther observation. Your Majesty Hays the man is sick.
It is very true; but your Majesty will deign to excuse me
if 1 remark that it is the part of the generous and strong
man to treat with genltcnessthe sick and feeble man."
The i mperor then took leave of me in a manner which

conveyed the impression of my having at least not given
offence and again expressed hi* intention of sending for
me on some future day.
Hie sum is probably this that England has to desire a

close concert with Russia, with a view to preventing
the downfall of Turkey, while Russia would be well
pleased that the concert should apply to the events by
which this downfall is to be followed. I have, 4c.,

G. H. SEYMOUR.
P. 8..Since this despatch was written I have heard

iroin the Austrian Minister that the Emperor has spoken
to him of the conversation which he had held with me.
"1 told Sir Hamilton Seymour," his Majesty said, "that
*hr new roinist rv appears to me to be strong, and that I am
nxious for its duration although to say the truth, as re
aids England. 1 have learned that it is the country with
fhirh we must be allied. We must not lean to this or
hat party." G. H. S.

H!R G. U. PEYMOCH TO LORD JOHN BIT83RLL.
Sr. PsmsnuRG, Jan. 22, 1853.

M) Lorp On the 14th instant, in consequence of a
summons which 1 received from the Chancellor, 1 walte 1
upon the F.inperor, and had the honor of holding with
bis Imperial Majesty the very interesting conversation
of which it will be my duty to olfer your lordship an ac¬
count, which, if imi erfect, will, at all events, not be in¬
correct.

1 foun t his Majesty alone; he received me with great
kindness, snying that I had appeared desirous to speak to
liim n] to i! Eastern affairs that, on his side, there was uo
indisposition to do so, but he must begin at a remote
period.
You know, bis Majesty said, the dreams and plans in

which the Empress Catherine was in the habit of indulg¬
ing; the»e were handed down to our time; but while I
inherited immense territorial possessions. I did not in¬
herit those visions those intentions, if you like to call
them so. On the contrary, my country is so vast, so
happily circumstanced in every way, that it would be un-
rea.-onable in me to desire moro territory or more power
than I possess; on the contrary, I am the first to fell you
thai our great, perhaps our only danger, is that which
would arise from an extension given to an empire already
tcx> lsr,je.

Close to us lies Turkey, anl. in our present condition,
nothing better for our Interests can be desired; the times
have gone bjr when we had anything to fear from the
fanatical spirit or the military enterprise of the Turks,
nnd yet the country is strong enough, or has hitherto
lieeu strong enough, to preserve its independence, and to
insure resjiectful treatment from other countries.

Well, in that empire there arc several millions of Chris¬
tians, whose interests I am called upon to watch over,
while the right of doing so is Becured to me by treaty.

I may truly say that 1 make a moderate and sparing use
of my right, and 1 will freely confess that it U one which

is attended with obligation* occasionally very inconven¬
ient; but I cannot recede from the discharge of a distinct
duty Our religion, as established in this country, came
to us from the East; and there are feelings, as well as
ob'igations, which must never be lost sight of.
Now, Turkey, in the condition which I have described,

has by deuces fallen into such a state of decrepitude
that, aa 1 told you the other night, eagef as we are all for
the prolonged existence of the man. (and that I am as
desirous as you can be for the continuance of his
life I beg you to believe,) he may suddenlv die upon
our hands. We cannot resuscitate what is dead;
if th> Turkish rmjrire /all*, it falls to rise no more; and I
put it to you therefore, whether it is not better to le provided
beforehand for a contingency, than to incur the chaos, con-

fvsion, and the certainty of an European war, all of which
mutt attend the ca'astrophe if it should occur unexpectedly
and before some ulterior system has been sketched. This
is the point to which I »m desirous that you should call
the attention of your government.

Sir. 1 replied, your Majesty is so frank with me that I
am sure you will have the goodness to permit me to
apeak with the same openness. 1 would then observe, that
deplorable as is tlie condition of Turkey, it is a country
which has long been plunged In difficulties supposed by
many to be insurmountable.
With regard to coatinpent arrangements, her Majesty's

government, as your Majesty is well aware, objects, as a

general rule, to taking engagements upon possible even
tual ties, and would, jierhaps, be particularly disinclined
to doing so in this instance. If I may be allowed to say
.o. a great disinclination might be expected in England
to disposing by anticipation of the succession of an
old friend and ally.
The rule is a good one. the Emperor replied, good a< all

times, especially in tinvs of uncertainty and change, like
the present; still it is of thCgreatest importance that
we should understand one another, and not allow events
to take us by surprise.

Now, I desiie to speak to you as a friend and as a gen¬
tleman. if England and I arrive at an understanding of
thi»m;itter, as regards the rest it matters little to me;
It is indifferent to ine what others do or think. Frankly,
thtn / tell yon plainly, that if England thinks <\f establish¬
ing hertel) one of the»e. days at Constantinople, I will n'>t
allow it 1 do not attribute tlds intention to you, but it
is better on these occasions to speak plainly; for my
part. I am equally dispo-ed to take the engagement not to
establish myself there, as proprietor.tha' is to say, for as
occupier I do not say. it might happrn that circumstances,
if no previous pronsion were made, if everything should befat to chance, might place me in the position of' occupying
Constantinople.

I thanked his M<0esty for the frankness of his declara¬
tions, and for the desire which he hail expressed of ncl-
jng cordially and openly with her Majesty's government,
observing, at the same time, that such an understanding
appeared the best securitv against the sudden danger to
'which bin Majesty had alluded. I added, that, although
Unprepared to give a decided opinion upon questions of
Much magnitude and delicacy, it appeared to ine possible
that some such arrangement might be m.vde between her
Majesty's government and his Majesty, as might guard,
if not for, at least against, certain contingencies.To render iny meaning more clear, I said further: I
can only repeat, sir. that in my opinion, her Majesty's
government will be Indlspoaed to make certain arrange¬
ments connected with the downfall of Turkey, but It is
possible that tbev may l>e ready to pie Igc themselves
ngainst certain arrangements which might, in that e .ent,
he attempted.

His lmp« rial Majesty then alluded to a conversation
which he had held, the last time he was in England, with
the Puke of Wellington. nnd to the motives which c»m-

J tiled him to i.pen himself to his Grace Then, as now
lis Majesty was he -aid, eager to provide against events
which, in the il r 'ice of any concert, might compel him
to act in a manner jk sed to the views of her Majesty's
g< \ errment.
The couvi r ation pru c 1 to the events of the day, when

the iniH>ror briefly tula'ed his claims upon the
I'e'.y Ihife*: tlaim recognized by the firman of last Feb-
r an.i continued by a es action to which his Majesty

ittai lud much more importance.the word of a
b .. en gn.

¦ < x. cut on of promises so made, and so ratified, the
, .oi ,,*i4 k. ui.>i uisial u^ou, but Wag willing to be .

Her* that hi» object woild be attained by negotiation, the
last advict* from Constantinople being rather more «t

1 npRMd my belief that negotiation, followed, as I
ltip|)OM<l it had been. bv the threats of military mea

Hun n, wtiuM I* found sufficient toiecure a compliance
with the jut demand* of Bu»i*. 1 added that I desired
t.» state to his Majeitv what I had previou.-ly read from a

written paper to Inn minister, vi*. that what 1 feared for
Itarkey wire not the intention* of hi» Majesty, but the
actual r<'« ult of the measures which appeared to be

in contemplation. That I would re|>eat, that two conse¬

quences wight 'e anticipated from the appearance of an

i imperial army on the front'er- of Turkey the one the
counter <i< monstration which might be provoked on the
part of France 'he other, and the more serious. the ris-
lag on the part of the Christian papulation, against the
Suitan'* authorit v, already so much weakened by revolts
and by a -evere financial crisis.
The Emperor assured me that no movement of hii

force* had yet taken place, and expressed his hope that
no advance would be required.
With regard to a French expedition to tho Sultan'* do¬

minion*. hia Majesty intimated that such a step would
bring affaira to an immediate crisis; that a sense of honor
would compel liim to send hi* forces into Turkey without
delay or hesitation ; that If the result of suchaii advance
should prove to be the overthrow of the Great Turk, he
should regret the event, but should feel that he had act¬
ed as he was compelled to do.
To the above rejort I have only, I think, to -add that

the Emperor desired to leave It to my discretion to com¬
municate or not to his minister the particular* of our

i conversation: and that, before I left the room, his Iinpe-* rial Majesty said: "You will report what lias passed
| between us "to the Queen's government, and you will say

that I *liall lie ready to receive any communication which
it may lie their wish to make to me upon the subject."
»».«...

It ha* been on a first occasion glanced at, and on a se¬
cond distinctly made by the Emperor himself to the
Queen's minister at bis court, whilst the conversation
hold Home years ago with the Duke of Wellington prove*that the object in view it one which hat long occupied the
thought* of hit Imperial Majesty.

If. then, the proposal were to remain unanswered, a
I decided advantage would be secufed to the Imperial Cab¬

inet, which, in the event of some great catastrophe tak¬
ing place in Turkey, would be able to point to proposals
uiuile to England, and which, not having heen responded

, to, left the Emjieror at liberty, or placed him under the
necessity, of following hia own liae of policy in the East,

a ***** fi
A noble triumph would be obtained by the civilization

I of the nineteenth century, if the void left by the extinc¬
tion of Maliommedan rule in Europe could be filled up
without an interruption of the general peace, in conse
quence of the precautions adopted by the two principal

1 governments the most interested in the destinies of
Turkey. I have, itc., G. H. SEYMOUR.

LOBD JOHN KC88ELL TO 8IK O. II. SKYMOCR.
Fokkiom Omcts. Feb. 9, 1853.

Sib I have received an i laid before The Queen, your
sccret aud confidential despatch of the 22d of January,

a a * * * * *
In considering this grave question, the first reflection

which occurs to her Majesty's government is, that no ac¬
tual crisis ha* occurred which renders neeessary a solu¬
tion of thin vast European problem. Dispute* have arisen
resecting the Holy Places, hut these are without the
sphere of tho internal government of Turkey, and concern
Kussin and France rather than the Sublime I'orte. Some
disturbance of the relations between Austria and the
I'orte lias been caused bv the Turkish attack on Montene¬
gro; but this, again. relates rather to dangers afTei-tlng
the frontier of Austria than the authority and safety of
the Sultan; so that there ia no sufficient cause for inti¬
mating to the Sultan that he cannot Ueep p -ace at how1,
or preserve friendly relations with his neighbors.

It occurs further to her Majesty's government to re-
uiRik that the event which is contemplated la not defi¬
nitely fixed in point of time. When William III. aud
Louis XIV. disposed, by treaty, of the succcs-'ion of
Charles II. of Spain, they were providing for i n event
which could not l>e far oil'. The inlirmities of the sove¬
reign of Spain and the certain end of any human lif<^made the contingency in prospect both sure and nutu
The death of the Spanish King was in no way hastened
by tho treaty of partition. The same thiug may ho said
of the provision, qiade in the last century, for the dis¬
posal of Tuscany upon the decease of the last prince of
the house of Medici. But the contingency of the disso¬
lution of the Ottoman empire is of another l;ind. It mayhappen twenty, fifty, or a hundred years hence.

In these circumstances it would hardly be consistent
with the friendly feelings towards the Sultan which
animate the Emperor of Russia no less than the Queen
of Great Britain, to dispose beforehand of the provincesunder hi* dominion. Besides this consideration, how¬
ever, it must be observed that an agreement made in
such a case tends very surely to hasten the contingencyfor which it is intended to provide.

Austria and France could not, in fairness, be kept In
ignorance of the transaction, nor would such conceal¬
ment be consistent with the end of preventing an Euro¬
pean war. Indeed, such concealment cannot be intended
by his Imperial Majesty. It is to be inferred that, as
soon as Great Britain and Russia should have agreed on
the course to be pursued, and havo determined to enf6rce
it, they should communicate their intentions to the
preat Powers of Europe. An agreement thus made, and
thus communicated, would not bo very long a secret;
and, while it would alarm and alienate the Sultan, the
knowledge of its existence would stimulate all his ene¬
mies to increased violence and more obstinate conflict.
They would fight with the conviction that they mustultimately triumph, while the Sultan's generals and
troops would feel that no immediate success could save
their cause from final overthrow. Thus would lie pro¬duced and strengthened that very anarchy which is now
fi ared, and the foresight of the frionds of the patientwould prove the cause of his death.
Her Majesty's government need scarcely enlarge on the

dangers attendant on the execution of any similar con-
ventiun. Ti e example of the Succession War is enoughto show how little such agreement* are respected when a
pressing temptation urges their violation. 77ie potitiontf the imjrror of ltuuia a* depotitary, but not proprietor,of Conftan'inople, would te expiated to nuniberlen* ha-ards.
hi :h J rum the long-cherished ambition ofhit oion na'ion andHe jealousies (J' Euro}*. The ultimate proprietor, who¬
ever he might be. would hardly he satisfied with the inert,
i-i pine attitude of the lu irs of Mahomet II. A irreat in¬
fluence on the affair* of Europe seems naturally to belong
to the Sovereign of Constantinople, holding the gates of
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.
That influence might be used in favor of Russia; it

mk'lit be used to control and curb her power.
His Imperial Majesty has justly and wisely said .My

oountr.y is so vast, so happily circumstanced in every
way, that it would be unreasonable in me to desire more
territory or more power than I possess. On the contrary,he observed, our^reat.perhaps our only danger is that
which would arise from an extension given to an empirealready too large. A vigorous and ambitious State, re¬
placing the Sublime Porte, might, however, render war
on the part of Russia a necessity for the Emperor er his
successors.
This European conflict would arise from the very

means taken to prevent it; for neither England nor
France, nor probably Austria, would be content to see
Constantinople permanently in the hands of Russia.
On the part of Great Britain her Majesty's Government

at once declare that they renounce all int>ntion or with to
hold Conftantinoj>lr. His Imperial Majesty may be
quite secure on this head. They are likewise ready to
give an assurance that they will enter into no agreement
to provide for the contingency of the fall of Turkey, with¬
out previous communication with the Emperor of Russia.
Upon the whole, then, her Majesty's (iovernment are

persuaded that no course of policy can lie adopted more
w ise, more disinterested, more beneficial to Europe, than

that which his Imperial Majesty has so long followed,and which will render his name more illustrious than
that of the most famous sovereigns who have sought
immortality by unprovoked conquest and ephemeralglory.
With a view to the success of this policy, it is desirable

that the utmost forbearance should be' manifested to¬
wards Turkey; that any demands which the great Powersof Europe may have to make, should be made matter of
friendly negotiation rather than of peremptory demand;that military and naval demonstrations to coerce the Sul¬
tan should as much as possible be avoided; that differ
ences with respect to matters affecting Turkey, within
the competence of the Sublime Porte, should be decided
after mutual concert between the threat Powers, and
not be forced upon the weakness of the Turkish govern¬
ment.
To these cautions her Majesty's government wish to

add that, in their view, it is essential that the Sultan
should be advised to treat his Christian subjects in con¬
formity with the principles of equity and religious free¬
dom, which prevail generally among the enlightened na¬
tions of Europe. The more the Turkish government
adopts the rules of impartial law aud equal administra¬
tion, the less will the Emperor of Russia find it necessary
to apply that exceptional protection which his Imperial
Majesty ha* found so burthensome and inconvenient,
tin ugli no doubt prescribed by duty and sanctioned by
treaty.
You may read this despatch to Count N'esselrode. and,if it i» desired, you may yourself place a copy of it in

the hsndsof the Emperor. In that case you wiil accoin-
1 any its presentation with those assurances of friend-

si ip and confidence on the part of her Majesty the
Queen, which the conduct of his Imperial Majesty was so
sure to inspire. I am, &c., J. Rl'SSELL.

HK 0. H. 9EYM0CB TO t.OUIl JOHS RU83IM..
St. PrrmsRpmo, Feb. 21, 1853.

The Emperor came up to me list night, at a party of
the Grand Duchess Hereditary 's. and in tho most gra¬cious manner took me apart, saving that he desired to
ap<aktome. After expressing, in flattering terms, the
confidence which he had in me, and his readiness to
speak to me without reserve upon matters of the greatest
moment, as. his Majesty observed, he had proved In a
late conversation, he said; " And it is well it is so; for
what I most desire is, that there should be the greatest
intimacy between the two governments it never was so

necessary as at present. Well," the Emperor continued,
" so you have got your answer, and you are to bring it
to me to morrow?"

I am to have the honor, sir, I answered; but your Ma¬
jesty is aware that the nature of the reply is very exactly*hat I had led you to expect.

1 wai sorry to hear; but I think vour government
does not well understand my object. I am not so eagerabout what shall l>e done when the sick man dies, as I
am to determine with England what shall not be done
up< ii that event taking place.Hut, sir. I replied, allow me to observe that we have no
reasi n to think that the >ick man (to use your majesty'sexpression) is dying. We are as much interested as we
believe your majesty to t« in his continuing to live;while, for myself, I will venture to remark that experi-
eni e ihows me that countries do not die in such a hurry.Turkey w ill remain for manv a year, unless some uafore
se< n crisis should occur It is precisely, sir. for the avoid¬
ance of all circumstances likely to produce such a crisis
that her Majesty s government reckons upon your gener¬
ous assistance.

li en, rejoined the Emperor, I will tell you, that if
your government has lieen led to believe that Turkey re
tains any elements of e\ist'-nce, your government must
li:i\e received incorrect information. I rejieat to youthat the sick i.ian is dying, and we can never allow such
an event to take us by surprise. We must corae to some
understanding: and this we should do, I am convinced,if could hold but ten minutes conversation wlfh vour
Ministers with Lord Aberdeen, for instance, who knows
nie ko wi 11, *ho bas full confidence in me, as I have in
him. And remember, I do not ask for a treaty or a pro¬tocol; a general understanding is all I require.tKMbt-
tveev ipntirtotn i$wfficient; and in this case I am certain
that the confidence would be as great on the side of the
Qi ecu's Mounters m on mice, So no more for the pre-

sent; you will eome to me to morrow and you will re¬
member that m often as you think your convening with
me will promote a good understanding upon any point,
you will send word that you with to see me.

1 thanked his Majwtr very cordially, adding that 1
coi.1'1 a.spiue him that tier Majesty's government, I was
convinced, considered his word, once given, as g'X><l an a

bond.
It is hardly necessary that I should observe to your

lordthip that tliia short conversation, briefly but cor¬

rectly reported, oilers matter for moot anxious reflection.
It can hardly be etfherwite but Mot the tovereiyn who in¬

sult with such jvrlinatity upon the impending fall of a

neighboring State, mutt hair fettled in hit own mini that
the hour, if not of its diswlation, at all events for itt
c< if olution mutt be at hand.

'Mien, as now, 1 reflected that this assumption would
hurdly be ventured upon unless some, perhaps general,
but at all events intimate, understanding, existed between
Russia and Austria.
Supposing my tuipicion to be well founded, the Bnpe-

tot's objer* ii to engage her Majesty't government in con-

junction with hit own cabinet and that of Vienna, in tome
tchtme for the ultimate partition of Turkey, and for the
exclusion of Francefrom the arrangement.

Pin. 0 H. SEYMOUR TO LORD JOHN 1HJ8SKI.L.
Sr. PtfRBPBrKO, Feb. 22, 1853.

I had the honor of waiting yesterday upon the Empe¬
ror, an i of holding with his Majesty one of the most in
teresting conversations in which I ever found myself en¬

gaged. Mv only regret is my inability to report in full
detail a dialogue which lasted an hour and twelve
minutes.
The Emperor began by desiring me to read to him aloud

your lordship' secret and confidential despatch of the 9th
inst., saying that he should stop me occasionally, either
to make an observation, or to call upon me for the trans¬
lation of a passage.
Upon arriving at the fourth paragraph, the Emperor

desired me to pause, and observed, that he was certainly
most desirous that some understanding should be entered
into with her Majesty's government for providing
against a contingency so probable as that of the downfitll
of Turkey; that he was, perhaps, even more Interested
than England could be in preventing a Turkish catastro-

£he, but that it was constantly impending; that it might
p brought aboutatony moment, either by an eieUrnal war,

orby a feud between the old Turkish party and that of the
"new superficial French reform*," or again, by a rising of

,
already known to be very impatient ot"

shaking off the Mussulman yoke. As regards the first
cause, the Emperor said that he had a good right to ad
vert to it, inasmuch as, if he had not stopped the victo¬
rious progress of Gen. Diebitch in 1829, the Sultan's au-

tliority would have been at an end.
Tltc Emperor likewise desired me to remember tHat ho,

and he only, had hastened to the aasistance of the Sul¬
tan, when his dominions were threatened by the Pacha of
*'gvpt

I proceeded to read, and was again stopped at the sen¬
tence beginning " In these circumstances it would harl-
1} be consistent with the friendly feelings." when the
Kmperor observed, that her Majesty's government dTd
not appmr to lie awaro that his chief object was to ob¬
tain from lier Majesty's government some declaration, or
even opinion, of what ought not to permitted in the
event of the sudden downfall of Turkey. I said, perhaps
your Majesty would be good enough to explain your own
ideas upon this negative policy. This his Majesty for

, some time declined doing. lie ended, however, by say¬
ing Well there are several things which I nei<er will tole¬
rate. 1 mil hef;in by ourselves. I mil not tolerate the per-
maiutit occiifxUionnf Constantinople In/ the Rut inns, llav-
ino said this, I trill say that it never shall be held by the
English, or French, or any other great nation. Again, I
ncctr wxll jxrmitan attempt at the reconstruction qf a By¬
zantine em/ ire, or such an esrtaisiem of Grcece as would
render her a powerful S'.ate ; still lets will I permit the
breaking up of TuJ.ey into litJIe republics, asylums for
the Kossuths and Maz:inif, and other revolutionists of
Europe; rather than submit to any of the e arrange¬
ments I would go to war, and as long as I have a man
and n musket left would carry it on. These, the Em¬
peror said, arc at once some ideas; now give me some in

I .Turn.
1 remarked upon the assurr.nee which Would bo found

respecting the English resolution of never attempting to
possess Constantinople, and upon the disinclination of
her Majesty's government to enter into eventual arrange¬
ments; but.upon being still pressed by his Imperial Sla-
jestj, I said, well, sir, the ido* may not suit your Majesty,
may cot suit her Majesty's government, but what is good
bct«ci n man and man is often a good system between
one state and another; how would it bo if "in the evont of
any catastrophe occurring in Turkey, Russia and England
were to declare that no pewer should be permitted to
take possession of its provinces.that the property should
remain as it were, under seals until amicable arrange-
ments could lie made as to its adjudication*

1 will not say; the Emperor observed, that such a
course would bo impossible, but, at least, it would be

| very difficult; there are no elements of provincial or

i communal government in Turkey: you would have
Turks attacking Christians, Christians falling upon
Turks, Christians of different sects quarrelling with each
other; in short, chaos and anarchy.

Sir, I then observed, if your Majesty will allow me to
speak plainly, I would say that the great difference be¬
tween us is this: that you continue to dwell upon the
fall of Turkey, and the arrangements requisite before
and after the fall; and that we, on the contrary, look to
Turkey remaining where she is, and to the precautions
which are necessary for preventing her condition from
becoming worse. Ah ! replied the Emperor, that it what
the Chancellor is perpetually telling me; but the catastrophe
will occur some day, and will take us all unawares,

His Imperial Majesty spoke of France. God forbid, he
said, that I should accuse any one wrongfully, but there
are circumstances, both at Constantinople and Montene-
gio, which are extremely suspicious; it looks very much
as if the French Government were, endeavoring to embroil ut
r.ll in the East, hiping in this wau the better to arrive a
their on n oljeits, one of which, no doubt , it the possession o
li-nit.
The Emperor proceeded to say, that for his own part

he. eared very Utile what line the French mi,)ht thin!, primer
to take in Eastern affairs, and that little more than a
month ago he had apprised the Sultan that if his assist¬
ance were required for resisting the menaces of the
1 u neli, it was entirely at the service of the Sultan
In a word, the Emperor went on to observe, As I befor

(old you, all 1 want is a good understanding with Eng
land, and this not as. to what shall, but as to what shal
not be done; this point arrived at, the English govern
n nt and 1, land the English government, having en-
t'ie confidence in one another's views, I care nothing
about the rest.

I remarked that I felt confident that her Majesty's
government could be as little disposed as his Imperial
Majesty to tolerate the presence or tltc French at Con¬
stantinople; and being desirous, if possible, of ascer¬
taining whether there was any understanding between
the Cabinets of St. Petersburg and Vienna, I added
Rut your Majesty has forgotten Austria; now all these
Eastern question*, affect her very nearly ; she of course
would expect to be consulted.
Oh ! replied the Emperor, greatly to my surprise but

you mutt understand that when I speak of Russia I
speak of Austria Us well; what suits the one suitt the other;
our interests as regards Turkey are perfectly identical.

I should have been glad to have made another inquiry or
two upon this subject, but I did not venture to do so

I ought to have stated that in a preceding part of the
conversation, his Majesty, although without any appear¬
ance of anger, expressed fome surprise at an expression
in yeur lordship's despatch, " the long cherished ambi-
turn of his (the Emperor's) own nation." He would ask
what that phrase meant f

It lmpiiened that I was prepared for the surprise expres¬
sed snd ready to answer any reflection which it might
call forth. Sir, I said. Lord John liussell is not speaking
or your ambition, he speaks of that entertained by your
people. The Emperor could not at first admit that the
phrase was applicable to the Russian nation any more
than to himself; when I said, your Majesty will permit
me to remark that Lord John Russell only repeats what
was said thirty years ago by our brother, of glorious me-

mory. In writing confidentially to Lord Castlereagh, in
the year 1822, the Emperor Alexander spoke of being the
only Russian who resisted the views of his subjects upon
Turkey, and of the loss of popularity which he had sus¬
tained by his antagonism.
This quotation which, by accident, I could make almost

in the words of the letter, seemod to change the current
of the Emperor's ideas-
You are quite right, he said ; I remember the events to

which my late brother alluded. Now, it is perfectly true
that the Empress Catherine indulged in all sorts of visions
or ambition, but it is not less so that these ideas are not
at all shared by her descendants.
You see how I am behaving towards the Sultan. This

gentleman breaks his written word to me, and acts in a
manner extremely displeasing to me, and I have con¬
tented myself with despatching an ambassador to Con¬
stantinople to demand reparation; certainly I could send
an army there if I chose; there is nothing to stop them
but I have contented myself with such a show of force'
as will prove that I have no intention of beiug trifled with
And, sir. I said, you were quite right in refraining from

violence, and 1 hope on future occaaiots you will act
with the same moderation; fer your Majesty must be
sensible that ony fresh concessions which have been ob¬
tained by the Latins are not referable to ill will toward*
you, but fo the excessive apprehensions of the French
entertained by the unfortunate Turks; besides sir I ob-
sirted, the danger, I will venture to say, of the present
moment is not Turkey, but of the revolutionary spirit
which broke out four] years ago, and which, in many
countries, still burns underground; there is the .langer
and no doubt that a war in Turkey would be the signal
for fresh explosions in Italy. Hungary, and elsewhere
Wi' sre whnt m panning at Milan.
His Imperial Majesty spoke of Montenegro, observing

that he approved of the attitude taken by the Austrian
cabinet, and that in these days it could not be permitted
that the Turks should illtreat and even murder a Chris
tian population.

I ventured to remark that upon this point the wronirs
were at least divided between the Turks and the Montene¬
grins, and that 1 had full reason for believing that the
pro neat ion came from the latter. The Emperor with
more impartiality than 1 had expected, admitted that
there had been wrongs on both sides; that certainly the
mountaineers were rather addicted to brigandage- and
that the taking of Rjahiak had caused him great ind'igna-

-y t»<e ..ne time, his Majesty said it is impossi-
We not to feel great Interestjn a population warmly at¬
tached to their religion, who have so long kept their
ground against the Turks; and the Emperor continued'
It may lie fair to tell you that if any attempts at exter¬
minating these people should lie made by Omor Pacha
and should a general rising of the Chriftians take place
Inconsequence the Sultan will, in all probability; lose
bis throne: in this case he falls to rise no more I wish
to suppoit his authority, but if he lo<es it. it is gone lor
ei er. The Turkish empire is a thing to be tolerated not
to he reconstructedi; in such a cause. I protest to you I
wil! not allow a pistol to be flred. '

The Emperor *ent on to >ny that, iu theeventof thedl*.
solution of the Ottoman Empire, he thought it might be

* m." toarriveat a satisfactory territorial arrange¬
ment than w is commonly believed. 7 he rrin. i,<alilies
are heraul. infact, an independent State under my protec
tiov; his wu 1,1 ,o continue. Serria might receive the same
jc.r," cj government. So nga.n irith Huh;ana. There

independentM,.'1 " frorince ihouid notform an

t
*
j

' QH't* understand the importance to
I njjHnd of that tcrrit. rv. 1 can then only say that if

*iT l,n?i °J n distribution of the Ottoman succession
*' , .

,f 1,10 I "M ire, von should take postessiem of
.l 'i v "bj't'ion* to offer. I would ?.«v the

tame thing of l eindia That island might suit you, ami I
Co r.e.t /.nine why it thould not become an English t<o»etsion
Ah I did not w ish that the Emperor "should imagine

'"'(tosh public servant was caught by this sort of
overture, I simply answered, tUat I had always understood

I that the English view* upon Egypt did not go beyond the

Bint of .retiring a safe and ready commication between
iti«h India and the mother country.
The conversation now drawing toward* an end, the

EBperor expressed hU warm attachment to the Queen,
our gracioua Sovereign, and hi* reaped for her Majesty a

present adviaers. The declaration conUlned in your
; lordship'* despatch had been, he aaid, very satisfactory ;

he could only desire that they should be a little ampli¬
fied. The term* in which your lordship had apokea of

j hi* conduct were, the Emperor aaid, very flattering to
him.

In dismissing me, hia Imperial Majeaty aaid, "Well,
induce your government to write again upon those sub-
ject# to write more fully, and to do so without hesita¬
tion; I have confidence in the English government. It is
not an engagement.* convention.which I ask of them;
it is a free interchange of ideaa, and, in case of need, the
word of a gentleman; that it ia enough between us."

1 may only add, apologetically, that I may posaibly
have failed in reporting some part of liia Majesty's con¬
versation, and that I am conscious of having forgotten
the precise terms employed by him with resjtect to the
commercial policy to be observed at Constantinople when
no longer held by the Turk*.
The purport of the obversation was that England and

Russia bad a common interest in providing for the
readiest access to the Black Sea and the Mediterranean.

BIB 0. H. SKYMOl'K TO TH* EARL OF CLARK.NDON.
St. I'srEWBCBt;, March 0, 1863.

When I waited upon Count Nesselorde on the 7th inat.,
; his Excellency said that, in pursuance of orders which
: he had received from the Emjieror, he had to place in

my hands a confidential memorandum, which his
Imperial Majesty had caused to be drawn up, and which

i *aa intended aa an answer to, or a comment upon, the
i communication which I had made to his Imperial Maje*-

ty on the 21st ult.
At first, Count Nesselrode invited me to read the pa-

per. He subsequently observed that if, instead of read¬
ing it at the time, I chose to take it away, I waa at lib¬
erty to do so; that, In fact, the paper was intended for
my use.

A ery little conversation upon the subject pa-wed be-
, tween the chancellor and me. He observed that I .should

find in the memorandum indications of the Emperor's
j wish to be further informed of the feelings of her Ma-

jeety's government as to what should not be permitted
, to take place in the event of any groat catastrophe in

Turkey ; and I, on my aide, remarked that, aa there is
danger in handling hot coals, it appeared to me desira¬
ble that communications upon a subject so delicate
shot Id not be long kept up.

I have the honor of inclosing to your lordship a copy
of what, under the circumstances which have attended
its drawing up and delivery, cannot fail of being consid-

i ered as one of the moat remarkable papers which liave
been issued, I do not say from the Russian "Chaucel-
lerie," but from the Emperor's secret cabinet.

It would not be difficult either to controvert some of
the facts which the memorandum advances, or to show
that the impression under which it has been framed is
an incorrect one; that impression being evidently that,
in the disputes carried on between Russia and France,
her Majesty 's government has leaned partially to the lat¬
ter power.
Three points appear to me to be fully established by

j the imperial memorandum the existence of some distinct
vtuJrrttarulinii between the tico Imperial Courts upon the
nAjed of Turkey, and the engagement taken by the Emperor
.A icholas wither to possess or establish himselfin Constanti¬
nople, or to enter into arrangements respecting the measure$
to I* taken in the event of the fall of the Ottoman empire,
without previous concert with her Majesty's pocemnvnt.
The wording of this engagement, coupled with the con¬

vention which I had the honor of holding with the Em¬
peror. leaves upon my mind tlio impression that, whilst
willing to undertake not to make himself the permanent
master of Constantinople, his Majesty is intoutionally in¬
explicit as to its temporary occupation.
A*suming, as a certain and cow acknowledged fact,

the existence of an understanding or compact betweon
the two Emperor* ns to Turkish affairs, it becomes of the
deepest importance to know the extent of the engage¬
ments entered into between them. As to the manner in
which it lias been concluded, I conjecture that hltle
doubt is to be entertained.

Its basis was, no doubt, laid at some of the meetings
between the sovereigns which took place in the autumn;
and the scheme lias probably been worked .out since
under the management of Ilarim MeyendorfT, the Russian
Envoy at the Austrian Court, who lias been passing the
winter at St Petersburg, and is still here.

INCLoeCKK.

_ .
February 21, 18S3.

The Fmpernr has, with the liveliest interest and real
satisfaction, made himself acquainted with the secret
and confidential 'despatch which .Sir Hamilton Seymour
communicated to him. Ho duly appreciates the frank¬
ness which has dictated it. He has found therein a fresh
proof of the friendly sentiment* which her Majesty the
Queen entertains for him.

In conversing familiarly with the British Envoy on the
causes which, from one day to another, may bring on
the fall of the Ottoman empire, it had by no means en¬
tered into the Emperor'* thoughts to propose for this
contingency a plan by which Russia and England should
dispose beforehand of the province* ruled by the Sultan.

0 system altogether arranged; still less a formal agree¬
ment to be concluded between the two Cabinet*. It wa*
purely and simply the Emperor'* notion that each party
should confidentially state to the other, les* what it
wishes than what it doe* not wish; what would be con¬
trary to English interests, what would be contrary to
Russian Interest*; in order that, the case occurring
they might avoid acting in opposition to each other!
There is in this neither plan* of partition nor conven¬

tion to be binding on the other courts. It is merely an
interchange of opinions, and the Emperor sees no neces¬
sity of talking about it beforo the time. It is precisely
for that reason that he took especial care not to make it
the object of an official communication from one cabinet

: to another. By confining himself to speaking of it him-
tell. in the shape of familiar conversation to the Queen's
repiesentative, he selected tho most friendly and confi¬
dential form of opening himself with frankness to her
Britannic Majesty, being desirotit that the result, tnhitsoevcr
it r.ignl be, oj these eammunicntiont should remain as it
ovffht to be, a secret betvein the two sovereigns.

Consequently, the objections which Lord John Russell
raises to any concealment as regards the other Powers,

j in the event, of a formal agreement being entered into of
! wl ich there is at present no question, fall to the ground-

ami consequently, also, the inconveniences disappear
which he points out as calculated to contribute to hasten
tlie occurrence of tlieverv even! which Russia and Eng¬
land are desirous of n verting, if the existence of such an
agreement should become prematurely known to Eurooe
and to the subjects of the Sultan.
As regards the object of this wholly confidential inter¬

change of opinions, the possible downfall of the Ottoman
rmpire. doubtless that is but an uncertain and remote
contingency. Unquestionably the period of it cannot be
lixea, and no real crisis has arisen to render the realiza¬
tion of It imminent. Butafterall.it may happen.hap¬
pen even unexpectedly. Without mentioning the ever
increasing causes of dissolution which are presented by
the moral, finuncial, and administrative condition of tho

1 orte. it may proceed gradually from one, at least, of the
two questions mentioned by the English Ministry in it*
secret despatch. In truth, it perceives in those ques¬
tions only mere disputes, which would not differ in their
bearing from difficulties which form the ordinary busi¬
ness of diplomacy. But that kind of dispute may, never¬
theless, bring on war, and witn war the consequence*
which the Emjieror apprehends from it; if, for instance,
in the afffir of the Holy Places, the amour-prtmre and the
menaces of France, continuing to press upon the Porte
should comjiel it to refuse us all satisfaction, and if, on the
other hand, the religious sentiments of the orthodox
Greeks, offended by the concessions made to the I-atins
should raise the immense majority of his subjects
against the Sultan. As regards the affair of Montenegro,
that, according to the late accounts, may happily be
locked upon as settled. But at the time that the Empe¬
ror had his interview with Sir Hamilton Seymour it
might be apprehended that the question waubl take a
most serious turn. Neither ourselves nor Austria could
have allowed the protracted devastation or forced submis-
iion of Montenegro, a country which, up to the present
time, has continued actually indejiendent of the Porte a
country over which our protection has been extended lor
more than a century. The horrors which are committed
there, those which, by Ottoman fanaticism, have a short
time since been extended over Bulgaria, Bosnia, and the
Herzegovine. gave the other Christian provinces of the
Porte only too much reason to anticipate that the same
fate awaited them. They were calculated to provoke the
general rising of the Christians who live under the scep¬
tre of the Turkish empire, and to hasten its ruin. It is
not then, by any means, an idle and imaginary question,

a contingency too remote, to which the anxiety of the
Emperor has called the attention of the Queen his ally.

In the face of the uncertainty and decay of the exist-
| ing state of things in Turkey, the English Cabinet ex¬

presses the desire that the greatest forbearance should
be shown towards the Porte. The Emperor is conscious
?! ?/Ter ,iaVng *cted otherwise. The English Cabinet
itself admits it. It addresses to the Emperor, with refer-
cnce to the numerous proofs of moderation which he has

, given up to the jiresent time, praises which his Majesty
« ill not accept, because in that he has only listened to

h s own overbearing conviction. But, in order that the
1 mj>eror may continue to concur in that system of for-

. be:: ranee, to abstain from any demonstrations.from any
1 en wptory language.it would be necessary that this

systi m should be equally observed by all the Powers at
cure. Ersnce lias adopted another. By menace she ob¬
tained, In opjiositlon to the letter of the treaties, the ad
n.iss-'on of a ship of the line into the Iiardanelles. At the
cannon's month *he twice presented her claims and her
d. mand* lor indemnity at Tripoli, and afterwards at Con-
.-lantinop'.e. .Again, in the contest respecting the Holy
Ph.ce», by menace she effected the abrogation of the
f.in an, and that of the solemn promises which the
Sultan had given the Emperor. With regard to
nil ties* acts of violence, England observed a
complete alienee. She neither offered support to the

I Porte, nor addressed remonstrances to the French
] government. The consequences are very evident. The

j Porte necessarily concludod from this that frem France
, alone it has everything to hope, as well as everything to

i fear, and that it can evade with impunity the demands
of Austria and of Russia. It is tliu* that Austria and
Russia, In order to obtain justice, have seen themselves

1 compelled, in their turn, against their will, to act by
intimidation, since they have to do with a government
which only yields to a peremptory attitude; and it is
thus that by its own tault, or rather by that ef those
who have wakened It in the first instance, the Porte is
urged on in a course which enfeebles it still more. Let
Kr. gland then employ herself In making it listen to rea
son Instead of uniting herself with Prance against the
jnst demands of Russia, let lier avoid supporting, or

; even appearing to lujtport. the resistance of the Otto-
man government. Let lier be tho first to invite the lat-
tir, sndsie herself considers it essential, to treat Its
Christian subjects with more equity and Immunity.
1 bat will be the surest means of relieving the Emperor
from the obligation of availing himself in Turkey of
those rights of traditional protection, to which he never
lias recourse but against his will, and of poslponing in¬
definitely the crisis which the Emperor and her Majesty
the Queen are equally anxious to a/ert. 1

In short, the Emperor caiinot but congratulate him-
sell on having given occasion for this intimate inter-
cliirge of confidential communications between her
Va'esty and lilirfolf. He has found therein valuable
assurances, of which he takes note with a lively satis-
fuctien. The two soveielgn* have frankly explained to
each other what in the extreme case of which they havo
been treating their respective interests cannot endure.
Erf, land nndeistands that Russia cannot suffer the es-

ta'. 1 sl.ment at Constantinople of a Christian power suffi¬
ciently strong to control and disquiet her. She declares
that for herself she renounces any intention or desire to
j*;sr**s Constantino|)le. The Emjieror equally disclaims

j any wish or design of establishing hiuucll there, fcng

land promises that aha wtll enter into nn .rr.nrrm.,,1
for determining the measures to he t ¦v«n i. #

the fail of the^rki^^,^ wiAo^I °f

ataijdiac with the Emperor. The Kmpjg, <£htaSi£
| willingly contracts the same ¦ ngagement. As heU aware

^ y
** 05°* "?* trlual,l> reckon upon Austria who

u lound by her promts* to concert with him, he re^.Hs
with less apprehension the catastrophe wfiicli he -till
desires to prevent and a>ert an much an it shall deoend
on him to do so.
No U na precious to him are the proofs of friendship

and personal confidence on the part of her Majesty the
Queen, which Sir Hamilton Seymour has been directed on
this ocraMon to impart to him. He sees in them the
surest guarantee against the contiugency which his fore¬
sight had dtemed it right to point out to that of the Eng
lieh government.

SIR 0. H. SEYMOUR TO COCNT NESJELRODE.
t»r. PmwBt-Rr., Feb. 24.March 8, 1803.

My Pkar Count Nwhusode.There is an observation
respecting the very important memorandum placed yes¬
terday by your Excellency in my hands, which I feel
obliged to make.

I am most anxious to observe that this paper must
have been drawn up under the impression of English
policy at Constantinople hav ing been very dliferentfrom
what in reality it haa been.

I can affirm, conacientioualy and distinctly, that the
object proposed to themaelvea, aa weU by the late aa by
her Majesty's present government, haa been to act aa a

j common friend in the contests between the allied govern-
that far from having inclined, aa has been

stated, to > ranee in the course of the late critical trans¬
actions. it has been the desire of the Queen's adviser* (to
the full extent permitted to a government compelled to

I ^ ample satisfaction
should be given to the demands which his Imperial Ma-

i jesty's government were justified in making.
This assertion I should have no difficulty in substantiat¬

ing by written evidence; and I will add, that in any just
, demand which England may have to make upon a foreign

Cabinet, I only desire that the conduct of a friendly Fewer
towards us may be that which quietly and unostenta¬
tiously the English government has pursued In the com¬

plicated question of the Holy Places with regard to the
claims of Russia.

I request your Excellency 's good offloee for causing this,
the real state of the case, to be rightly understood; at all
events, from preventing a contrary belief from being
adopted until it shall be clearly ascertained whether or
no my statement is correct. I have, &c.,

O. H. SEYMOUR.
THE KARL OF CLARENDON TO HIRO.H. SEYMOUR.

FoMoit Office, March 28, 1853.
fin.Tour despatches of the 21st and 22d ult. have

been laid before the Queen, and I am commanded to ex¬

press her Majesty's entire approval of the discretion and
judgment displayed by you in the conversations which
jou had the honor to hold with the Emperor.

1 need not assure you that the opinions of his Imperial
Majesty have received from her Majesty's government
the anxious and deliberate consideration that their im¬
portance demands; and although her Majesty's govern¬
ment feel compelled to adhere to the principles und the

] olicy laid down in l ord John Russell's despatch of the
1 9tli of February, yet they gladly comply with the Em|>e-

ror's wish that the subject should be further and franUy
discussed. The generous confidence exhibited by the-
Emperor entitles liis'Imperial Majesty to the most cor¬
dial declaration of opinion on the part of her Majesty's
government, who are fully aware that, in the event of
any understanding with references to future contingen¬
cy s being expedient, or indeed possible, the word of his
Imperial Majesty would be preferable to any convention
that could be framed.
Her Majesty's government persevere in the belief that

Turkey still possesses the elements of existence, and thoy
consider that recent events taive proved the correctness
of tl'O opinion expressed in the despatch of my predeces¬
sor, tliat there was no sufficient cause for intimatin* to
the Sultan that he ennnot keep peace at home, or preserve
friendly relations with his neighbors.
Her Majesty's government have accordingly learned,

with sincere satisfaction, that the Emperor considers
bin self even more interested than England in preventing

a Turkish catastrophe; because they are convinced that
upon the policy pursued by his imperial Majestv towards
Turkey will mainly depend the hasteningor the'indetlniie
pohtponement of an event which every power in Europe
is concerned in averting, Her Majesty's government are
con\ inced that nothing is more calculated to precipitate
that event thnn the constant prediction of its being near
at hand that nothing can be more fatal to the vitality of
Turkey than the assumption of its rapid and inevitable

- decay; and that if the opinion of the Emperor, that the
days of the Turkish ompire were numbered, became no¬
torious, its downfall must occur even sooner than his
imperial Majesty now appears to expect.
But on the supposition that, from unavoidable causes,

the catastrophe did take place, her Majesty's govern¬
ment entirely share the opinion of the Emperor, that the

! occupation of Constantinople by either of the great Powers
wotild be incompatible with the present balance ofpowtrand
the maintenance of peace in Europe, and must at once be
regarded as ivipossible; that there are no elementsfor the
reconstruction of a Byzantine empire; that the systematic
misgovemment of Greece offers no encouragement to extend
tts territorial dominion; and that as there are no materi¬
als for provincial or communal government, anarchy
would be the result of leaving the provinces of Turkey
to themselves, or permitting them to form separate re¬
publics.
The Emperor has announced that sooner than permit

a settlement of the question by any one of these
methods, he will be prepared for war at every haiard-
and however much her Majesty's government may be
disposed to agree in the soundness of the views takedbv
his Imperial Majesty, yet they consider that the simple
predetermination of what shall not be tolerated does lit¬
tle towards solving the real difficulties, or settling in
wl at manner it would be practicable, or even desirable,
* *ltii tbf. neterogeneoua materials of y/hich the
Ti^rkisli empire is composed.
couhflTno1)^^ n0 ter.ri,orial aggrandisement, ail<l
could be no party to a previous arrangement from which
she was to derive any such benetit. England could be no
party to any understanding, however general, that was
o he kept secret from other powers; but her Majesty's
government believe that no arrangements could oontrol
events, and that no understanding could be kept secrot.
They would in the opinion of her Majesty's government,
be the signal for preparation for intrigues of every des-
Jiiption, and for revolts among the Christian subjects of
J e forte. Each power and each party would endeavor
to 'ecu re its future interests, and the dissolution of the
Turkish empire would be preceded by a state of anarchy
which must aggravate every difficulty, if it did not render
a^aceful solution of the question impossible.
. ,i',or'Jy mSP'^ a solution could be attempted mould

°J "n roptanconrrtu , but that only afford, an addi-
rr'l"n}/°{' d"*ri»f> that the present order of things in

Turkey should be mamtatned, as her Majesty's government
bV!«'ck,y th

' "r.Lri$flrc,*°n ,,u jealousies that would then
°f rfcane*U»V the different ambi

tiovs and the dn eromt intent's that would be called into plau
t» ,nUL t,re'!,i" °f lS15«ii»»f then be opento

nn Vw,'. France might be prepared to riththe chances of
""European war, to pet rid of thr oblifatin,is lohirh she con

J..' national honor, and which havina been
tit n'o her

v,ctonuu' **c.ies, ore a constant source of irrita

?vni-n °£ject hpr Majesty's government, that to
which their efforts have been and always will be directed
!v J? preservation of peace: and they desire to uphold
the Turkish empire, from their conviction that no great
question can be agitated in the EHst without becoming a
source of discord in the West, and that every great ques
tion in the West will assume a revolutionary character
and embrace a revision of the entire social system, for

w hich the continental governments are certainly in no
state of preparation. *

pie Emperor is fully cognizant of the materials that
are in constant fermentation beneath the surface of so
ciety, and their readiness to burst forth even in times of
peace; and his Imperial Majesty will probably, therefore,
not dissent from the opinion that the first cannon shot
n ay be the signal for a state of things moro disastrous

its "rata tho8° calamities that war inevitably brings in

But such a war would be the result of the dissolution
and dismemberment of the Turkish empire; and hence

the v? ifr Majesty's government to avert

iWLi lf i
P r can they "omit that the signs of

Turkish decay are now either more evideat or more
rapid than of late years; there are still groat energy
Bnd great wealth in Turkey; a disposition to im¬
prove the system of government is not wanting; cor¬
ruption, though unfortunately great, is still not of a
character, nor carried to an extent, that threatens the
existence of the State; the treatment of Christians is not
harsh, and the toleration exhibited by the Porte towards
this portion of its subjects might serve as an example to
some governments who look with contempt upon Turkey
as a barbarous Power.

3

Her Majesty's government believe that Turkey only re¬
quires forbearance on the part of Its allies, and a deter¬
mination not to press their claims in a manner humiliat¬
ing to the dignity and independence of the Sultan.that
friendly support, in short, that, with States as with indi-
viduals, the weak are entitled to expect from the strong

in order not only to prolong its existence, but to re¬
move all cause of alarm respecting its dissolution.

It is in this work of benevolence and of sound European
policy that her Majesty's government are desirous of co
operating with the Emperor; they feel entire confidenc
in the rectitude of his Imperial Majesty's intentions, an
as thev have tke satisfaction of thinking that the inter
ests of Russia and England in the East are completel
identical, they entertain an earnest hope that a simila
policy there will prevail and tend to strengthen the alii
once between the two countries, which it is alike the ob
ject of her Majesty and her Majesty's government t
promote. Iam, 4c., CLARE.VDO.V.
MB. O. B. SEYMOUR TO TUB EARL OP CtARKSDOS

St. fnnnrRO, April 20, 1853.
The Ijriporor, on rlaing from table when I had the

honor of dining at the palace on the 18th inst. desired
me to follow him Into the next room.
His Majesty then said that he wished to gtate ta me

tlie real and sincere satisfaction which he received from
your lordship's despatch, marked "secret and confiden¬
tial," of tlie 28d ultimo.

It had been, his Majesty said, most agreeable to hiin to
find that the overture* which he had addressed to her
Majesty'* government had been responded to in the same
friendly apirit in which they were made; that, to uae a
former expression, there was nothing in which he placed
so much reliance as "la paroU d'un gentiUtomme.'' that
he felt that the relations of the two courts atood upon a
better basis now that a clear understanding had been ob¬
tained as to points which, if loft in doubt, might have
been product!re of misintelligcneo; and, as his Majesty
wes pleased to add, he felt obliged to me for having con
triVuteil towards bringing about this friendly mlcnU.

>n<l his Majesty said: I beg you to Understand that
what 1 have pledged myself to will be equally binding
up<in iny successor; there now exist memorandums of
my intentions, and whatever 1 have promised, my son, if
the changes alluded to should occur in his tiiu», will be
a- r<udr to perform as his father would have Item.
The Emperor proceeded to state that he would very

frankly otler an observation or two.it might be a critf-
cisi' on your lordship's despatch.

11 o despatch spoke of the fall of the Turkish empire
nsjin uncertain and distant event; he wot 11 remark that
the one term winded the other. Uncertain it whs, cer¬

tainly, but for that reason not necessarily remote; lie
det- n <1 it might be, but lie was not sure that it might so
pio.e.

Ills Majesty desired further te observe, that he could
not doubt that her Majesty's government had taken too
favorable a view of the state of the Christian population
in Turkey ; the Sultan might have intended to better
tin ir condition. might have given orders in that sense-
but le wu« quite certain that his commands had not
In i n attended to.
Upon my remarking that her Majesty's governmentI were understood to recite very accurate re|>ortaof what| passes is Turkey, the Emperor replied with considerable

animation that he called this fact in question; that ha
i believed, on the contrary, that come of the English oon

lular agent* were incorrect in their report*. Be would
I only refer to Bulgaria; the greatest discontent prevail**!there, and hit Majesty would affirm that were it not for

bin continued effurta to repress the manifestation of feel¬
ings of the sort, the Bulgarians would some time siaoe
have been in insurrection.
His Majesty proceeded to contrast the threatening atti¬

tude which had been assume I by Count Leiningen with
the peaceable character of Prince Meiioehikoff'H mission;not, however, thai he desired to blame the Smperor qf Aus¬
tria. a nolle prince whom he loved sincerely, and alio/wkoteacts he approved; the difference existed in circuns-

I stances; and when Montenegro was threatenened with
: utter devastation, the Kuiperor of Austria was <>bl ged to

*'th energy; his Majesty would, he said, hare actedin the same manner.
I am desirous of remarking here, that part of the Esa-

peror s observation* were, it was obvious, addressed to
me personally anrt were intended as a reply as well to anallusion which I had made as to religious intolerance ia

| Tuscany, as to my comments to the ( hancellor upon the
[ conduct of the Austrian cabinet with regard to the lateconfiscatory measures in Lombardy.Bis'Majesty, after observing that according to the ac¬

counts just received, (those of the 29Uijiltimo,) little or
no progress had been made towards an adjustment of
difficulties at Constantinople, said that as yet he had not
moved a ship or a battalion that he had not done sa,from motives of consideration for the Saltan and from
economical motives ; but that he would repeat, that he

| had no intention of being trifled with, and that if the! Turks did not yield to reason they would have to give
way to an approach of danger.

I ventured to remark to the Emperor that it was only
by the despatches just arrived that he had reeeived in¬
telligence of the landing at Pera ef the French Ambassa¬
dor, who waa understood to be a party to the arrange¬
ments about to be concluded; the indirect anawer, how¬
ever, returned to me by his Majesty, and the expreasiona
which he osed, lead me to apprehend that this consider¬
ation did not receive the attention of which in fairness it
appears to me deserving.
81B a. H. 8KYM0UB TO THE KARI. OF CLARENDON*

Sr. PrnutiBCBG, April 21, 1858.
Mr Lord.I have the honor of receiving your lord*

ship's despatch, marked secret and confidential, of the
6th instant, which, in obedience to your lordship's
orders, I communicated to Count Nesselrode on the loth
Ins'ant.
His Excellency, before the arrival of this messenger,had desired to see me for the purpose of communicat¬

ing to me a paper which had been drawn up by the
Emperor's desire, and which waa to be considered as
an anawer to your lordship's despatch of the 23d ult.

This document, which I beg to transmit in original,
was accordingly placed in my hands by the Chancellor,
who observed that he had previously thought that it
would close the correspondence, but that it was possi¬ble that the fresh despatch which I had brought to his
knowledge might, upon being laid before the Emperor,call for some fresh observations on the part of his
Majesty.
The only passage in the enclosed paper to which Count

Nesselrode was desirous of drawing my attention, waa
that in which an observation is made respecting the
treatment of the Christian population, as described byEnglish or by Russian agents.

1 remarked, in reply, that the point was the less mate¬
rial, her Majesty's government being (as his excellencyhad been made aware) as desirous as the Imperial Cabi¬
net could be that no effort should be wanting on the part
of the Porte to remove ony and every cause of complaint
which could be made in justice by the Sultan's Christian
subjects.
Your lordship will perhaps allow too to observe that,

sup poking the present crises in Turkish affairs to pass
over, an intimation is mnde in the endowed paper, which,
if taken up and embodied in a joint resolution by all the
gr< at Powers, might possibly be tne means of long avert¬
ing a catastrophe which, happen when it may, will pro-
bul ly have disastrous consequences even to those te
whom it may be considered the most profitable.
Since the preceding pnrt of this despatch was written,

the Chancellor has intimated to me that the Kraperor,
being of opinion that the paper which I now enclose, fol¬
lowed up by the conversation which I ha 1 the honor of
holding with his Mnjesty on the 18th, may be considered

as replying to any points touched upon in your lordship's
despatch, does not propose to offer any fresh observation
upon the subjects which have been under discussion.
His excellency does not conceal from mo his satisfaction
at this resolution, these subjects being, as he remarked,
of so delicate a nature that there are always objections
to their being brought under discusion.

I have, &c.j G. H. SEYMOUR.
flNCLOSCBl.]

The Emperor has, with lively satisfaction, made him¬
self acquainted with Lord Clarendon's despatch of the
23d of March. His Majesty congratulates himself on
perceiving that hit views and those of the English Cabinet en¬
tirely coincide on the subject of Me political combinations which
it irtvld be chiefly necessary to avoid in the extreme case ofthe
contingency occuring in the East toMch Russia and England
have equally at heart to prevent, or, at all events, to delay a*long as possible. Sharing generally the opinions express¬
ed by Lord Clarendon on the necessity of the prolonged
maintenance of the existing state of things in Turkey,
the Emperor, nevertheless, cannot abstain from advert¬
ing to a special point which leads him to suppose that the
information received by the British government is not
altogether in accordance with ours. It refers to the
humanity and the toleration to be shown by Turkey in
her manner of treating her Christian subjects.
Putting aside many other examples to the contrary, of

an old»date, it is, for all that, notorious that recently
the cruelties committed by the Turks in Bosnia foroed
hundreds of Christian families to seek refuge in Austria.
In other reBpects, without wishing on this occasion te
enter upon a discussion as to the symptoms of decay,
more or less evident, presented by the Ottoman Power,
or the greater or less degree of vitality which its inter¬
nal constitution may retain, the Emperor will readily
ngree that the best means of upholding the duration of

! he Turkish government is not to harass it by overbearing
cmanda, supported in a manner humiliating to its inde¬
pendence and its dignity. His Majesty is disposed, as he
ha? ever been, to act upon this system, with the clear
understanding, however, that the same rule of conduct
shall be observed, without distinction, and unanimously,
by each of the great Powers, and that none of them shall
ake advantage af the weakness of the Porte to obtain
rom it concessions which might turn to the prejudice of
he others. tThe principle being laid down, the Em-

Seror declares that he is ready to labor, in concort with
rglnnd. at the common work of prolonging the exist¬

ence of the Turkish empire, setting aside all cause of
alarm on the subject of its dissolution. He readily ae-

I cepts the evidence offered by the British Cabinet of en-
tire confidence in the uprightness of his sentiments, and

| the hope that, on this basis, his alliance with England
cannot fail to become stronger.

St. Petersburg, April 3-15, 1863.

THE AMERICAN INTEREST IN THE EURO¬
PEAN WAR.

IMPORTANT DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT ON TDK RIGHTS
OF NEUTRALS.

In the House of Commons on the 17th nit., Mr. Maxm
Gibson rose to bring forward the motion of which he had

| given notice, that instruction* should be issued to her
; Majesty's cruisers not to interfere with neutral vessel*,carrying goods the property of the enemy, If not contra-

J band of war. He said: Sir, I have thought it consistent
; with my duty to call the attention of the house at the

present time to the question of the rights of neutrality
i which may be enjoyed by other nations, In case that war,
l with which we are now threatened, should take place.The subject of my present motion relates simply to the

i position in which neutral mercantile vessels may find
themselves during the continuance of hostilities. We
arc on terms of the most perfect amity with France and
with the United States of America.two of the most im¬
portant naval and commercial Powers in the world be¬
sides ourselves.and, therefore, we might probably
obtain their assent to such an alteration of inter¬
national law upon this subject, as would be be¬
fitting the tines in which we live, and as would
|ive liberal scope for commercial transactions
In time of war. On these grounds I think this Is

a favorable moment, by negotiations with foreign pow¬
ers, and in the exercise of our own discretion, to endeavor
to carry on war with greater respect to private propertythan has yet been done, and with greater liberty to car¬
ry on commercial transactions. I wish to give ne opin¬ion on the question whether the war itself is politic or
impolitic.I merely assume, for the sake of argument,that von are in a state of war, and I ask you to consider
whether that war cannot be carried on without infring¬
ing on the rights of commerce and of private property.
Though my object is really to elicit information from tho
government, yet I have put a notice of motion on pa¬
per indicating ray views. But I do not wish to convey
the impression that the government themselves ara
disposed to take an illiberal view of the subject, or to
have recourse to extreme anil rigorous practices with¬
out necessity. I give them full credit for being actuated
by the desire to act in the way I have mentioned; but I
thought it necessary to put my views on paper, to
how what they are and which I have authority
(or saying many gentlemen who are thoroughly com¬
petent to judge, consider would give satisfaction. I do
¦<>t ask the House to eommit itself to any abstract prin¬
ciple. I do not propose to give up any of our maritime
rights. I only ask that special instructions may bo

Even to the officers commanding her Majesty's cruisers,
> the event of war, to abstain from interfering with

neutral vessels on account of any goods or property not
contraband of war that may be contained therein. . .

As I understand, this power is a power given to British
em Isen, when war is declared, over all the surface
of the globe. Wherever the neutral ship is, it may be
searched to see if it contains enemy's property. Just
conceive this state of things. A large American packet
arrives at Cowrs from the United States, bound to Ham¬
burg. It may have among its multifarious bales of
goods some consigned to persons in Hamburg,
with the view of tho e goods being afterwards sent to
houses in Russia. There may be a Russian interest in
those bales of goods. The commanding officer of one of
her Majesty's cruisers detains the vessel. He says: "I
have an interest in certain goods in yotit ship which are
the property of the enemy, and I mean to try my right
in a court of law, in order that I may condemn them aa
lawful prize." The American packet is detained, and all
the parties are put to great inconvenience from being
kept in a British port until the triul takes place. Sup¬
pose It be decided that these bales of goods were not
Russian property, though it appeared there was a prim*
facie case for detention, and there is restitution of the
property, do you suppose there will not be a bitter feel¬
ing left behind if an American ship is brought in, under
such circumstances, without com|>ensation, and large ex¬

penditure incurred, merely to test the question whether
a | Articular officer lias a vested Interest in certain pro¬

perty in the vessel t I put this as a caso which may
p.»ssi% happen; and it is to provHe against the possi¬
bility of such an unfortunate thing aa the creation
of a bad feeling with noutral and frisndly powers,
that I call upon the House to take the question
into its most serious consideration. (Hoar, hear, hear.)
The roposition I have taken the lilx-rty of making con¬

sists <f two parts. In the first place, 1 ask you not to
cxeicisc the power of searching neutral vessels for the
purpose of finding enemies' property; and 1 also ask you
to consider the policy of entering into treaty stipulations
with the VnitW states of America, and other foreign
countries willing to entertain the subject, that free ship*
shsDnake free goods, nn t that the neutral ling shall
give neutrality to the cargo. I propose, not that yon
should bind yourselves to agree to sueh a treaty stipula¬
tion by assenting to this motion, but merely thai tho
Crown should direct it* minister* to consider the policy
of such a measur e. I believe there is Tory good ground
for considering, at the present time, the policy of enter¬
ing into « treaty with th« United States and other foreign


